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Melle foporatam et medicatis frugibus offam 
iat —- —- —- —_ — Virc. 


S every marriage is a kind of family feftival, 
M@ the wedding-day is honoured with various 
sue celebrities, and diftinguifhed like the fifth 
B® of November, the birth-days of the Royal 
“= Family, or any other public day, with many 





demonftrations of joy: The happy couple are dreft in their 
richeft fuits, the bells ring all day, and the evening is con- 
cluded with the merry ceremony of throwing the Stocking. 
But thefe feftivities are not always fo religioufly obferved in 
Town, where many a pair of quality are tacked together 
with the utmoft privacy, and immediately after fneak out 
of town, as if they were afhamed to thew their faces after 
what they had done, In the Country, when the fquire, or 
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any other perfon of diftin@tion is married, the Honey-Moon 
is almoft a continued Carnival: and every marriage is ag- 
counted more or lefs likely to be profperous, in proportion to 
the number of deer, oxen, and fheep, that are killed on the 
occafion, and the hogfheads of wine and tuns of ale, with 
which they are wafhed down. By the laft poft I received 
an aecount from my Coufin-ViLiace, of the wedding of a 
near relation, with a particular detail of the magnificence 
of the entertainment, the fplendor of the ball, and the uni- 
verfal joy of the whole manour. At the fame time I 
received compliments from the new-married couple, with a 
large flice of the BripE-Cake; the virtues of which are 
well known to every girl of thirteen. I was never in pof- 
feffion of this nuptial charm before: but I was fo much 
delighted with: this matrimonial token, and it excited in my 
mind fo many reflections on conjugal happinefs, that 
(though I did not lay it under my pillow,) it gave oc- 
cafion to the following Dream. | 


I rounp myfelf in the middle of a fpacious building, 
which was crouded with a variety of perfons of both fexes ; 
and upon enquiry was told, that it was the Temple of the 
God of Marriage; and that. every one who had an incli- 
nation to facrifice to that Deity, was invited to approach a 
large altar which was covered with a great number of 
Cakes of different fhapes and appearance. Some of thefe 
were moulded into the form of hearts; and others were 
woven into true-lovers-knots: fome were ftrewed with 
fugar, and ftuck about with fweet-meats; fome were 
coyered with gold; fome were ftamped with coronets; 
and others had their tops embellifhed with glittering toys, 
that reprefented 4 fine houfe, a fet of jewels, a coach and 


fix, 
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fix, or the like. Plutus and Cupid were buifily employed 
in diftributing thefe Cakes (which were all of them marked 
with the word Matrimony, and called Bripe-Caxkgs) 
to different perfons, who were allowed to chufe for them- 


felyes, according to their different views and inclinations. 


I opsERVED feveral haften to the altar, who all appeared 
to be differently affected by their choice. To fome the 
Cakes feemed of fo delicious a flavour, that they imagined 
they fhould never be furfeited ; while others who found 
the tafte very agreeable at firft, in a fhort time declared it 
to be flat and infipid: However, I could not help remark- 
ing, that many more (particularly among the quality) ad- 
drefied themfelves to Plutus, than to Cupid, 


Br1nG defirous to take a nearer view of the company, I 
pufhed through the croud, and placed myfelf clofe by the 
altar, A young couple now advanced, and applying to 
Cupid, defired him to reach them one of the Cakes, in 
_ the fhape of a doyble heart pearced through with darts; 
but juft as they were going to fhare it betwixt them, a 
. crabbed old fellow, whom J found to be the girl’s father, 
ftepped up, broke the cake in two, and obliged the young 
lady to fix upon another which Plutus picked out for her, 
and which reprefented the figure of a fine gentleman in 


gilt ginger-bread, 


An old fellow of fixty-two, who had ftolen one day 
from the bufinefs of the ’Change and the Alley, next came 
towards the altar, and feemed to exprefs a ftrong defire fora 
Cake. Plutus, who recollected him at firft fight, immedi- 
ately offered him one, which, though very mouldy and 
coarfe 
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coarfe, was gilt all over; but he was aftonifhed at the old 
gentleman’s refufing it, and petitioning Cupid for a Cake of 
the moft elegant form and fweeteft ingredients of any on 
the altar. The little God at firft repulfed him with indig- 
nation, but afterwards fold it to him for a large fum of 
money ; a circumftance which amazed me beyond expref- 
fion, but which I foon found was very commonly practifed 
in this Temple. The old fellow retired with his purchafed 
prize: and though I imagined he might ftill have a colt’s 
tooth remaining, after having for fome time mumbled it be- 
tween his old gums in vain, it lay by him untouched and 


unenjoyed, 


I was afterwards very much difgufted with the many 
inftances that occurred, of thefe delicate morfels being fet 
up to fale: and I found, that their price rofe and fell, like 
that of beef or mutton, according to the glut or fcarcity of 
the market. I was particularly affected with the difpofal of 
the two following. A young gentleman and lady were ap- 
proaching the altar, and had agreed to take between them 
a Cake of a plain form but delicious flavour, marked Love 
and Competence ; buta perfon of quality ftepping forward 
perfuaded the falfe female to join with him, and receive 
from Plutus a glittering dainty, marked Indifference and a 
large Settlement. Another lady was coming up with a 
Knight of the Bath, being tempted by a Cake with a red 
ribbon ftreaming from it, like the flags on a Twelfth-Cake ; 
but was prevailed on by a perfon of greater rank and dif- 
tinGion to accept a more fhowy Cake, adorned with a blue 
ribbon and a coronet. 


A BUxoM dame of an amourous complexion came next, 
and begged very hard for a Cake. She had before received 
feveral 
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feverat which ‘fuited ler tooth, and pleafed her palate fo 
exceflively, that*as“foon as fhe had difpatched one, the 
conftantly came to Cupid for another.. She now feized ‘her 


Cake with great tranfport, and retiring to ‘a’ corner with it, 


I could difcerm her greedity mumbling the delicious morfel, 
though fhe had fairly worn out fix and twenty of her teeth 
in the fervice.. After this an ancient lady came tottering 
up to the altar, fupported by a young fellow in a red coat 
with a fhoulder-knot. Plutus gave him a ftale Cake marked 
with the word JornTurReE in large golden capitals, which 
he received with fome reluétance, while the old lady eagerly 
fnatched another from Cupid, (who turned his head afide from 
her, ) on which-I could plainly difcover the word Dotace. 


A ricu rufty batchelor of the laft century then came 
buftling through the croud,. He brought with him a red. 
cheeked country girl of nineteen, As he approached the 
altar, he met feveral coming from it with Cakes, which he had 
refufed: fome of which were marked Riches, fome Family, 
fome Beauty, and one or two Affection. The girl he brought 
with him proved to be his dairy-maid, whom he had for 
fome time paft been in vain attempting to bring over to his 
wifhes; but at laft finding his defign impracticable, he 
came with her to the altar. He feemed, indeed, a little 
afhamed of his undertaking, and betrayed a good deal of 
aukwardnefs in his manner and deportment, However, as 
foon as he had taken his Cake, he retired ; and determined to 
{pend the reft of his days with his milch-cow in the country. 


To fatisfy a modeft longing, there now advanced a mai- 
den-lady in the bleom of threefcore. She had, it feems, 
heretofore refufed feveral offers from Cupid and Plutus; but 

Ee being 
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being enraged to find, that they had now given over all 
thoughts of her, fhe feized by the hand a young Enfign of 
the Guards, and carried him to the altar, whence the her- 
felf {natched. up a Cake, and divided it with her gallant. 
She was highly delighted with the tafte of it at firft, but her 
partner being very foon cloyed, fhe too late difcovered that 
the half which fhe held in her hand was figned Folly, and 
that which fhe had forced upon her paramour was marked 


Aver fon. : 


A LITTLE, pert, forward Mifs in a frock and hanging 
fleeves brifkly ran up to Cupid, and begged for a Cake: 
what it was fhe did not care; but a Cake fhe muft and 
would have, of one kindor another. She had juft ftretched 
out her hand to receive one from Cupid, when her mamma 
interpofed, fent the child back again blabbering to the 
boarding-fchool, and carried off the Cake herfelf. 


An old woman, fantaftically dreft, then burft into the 
Temple, and run raving up to the altar, crying out that her 
name was Mary SINGLETON, and fhe would have an huf- 
band. But the poor lady feemed likely to be difappointed ; 
for as fhe could prevail on po one to join hands with her, 
both Cupid and Plutus refufed to favour her with a Cake, 
Furious with rage and defpair, fhe f{natched one off the 
altar ; and feizing on the firft man that came in her way, 
(which unfortunately happened to be myfelf,) fhe would 
have crammed it forcibly down my throat. As the leaft 


crumb of it was as difagreeable as a drench to an horfe, I 
began to fpawl and fputter and keck ; and though the flurry 


of fpirits, which it occafioned, awaked me, I thought I 
had the naufeous tafte of it ftill in my mouth. 
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